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Portland Indie Wine Festival Receives POVA President's Award
Wine festival recognized for contributions to Portland's tourism industry
Portland, Oregon (June 29, 2007) – The week before Americans will celebrate the independent spirit that drove our founding fathers to success, the Portland Oregon Visitor’s Association (POVA) recognized the local businesses and individuals whose pioneering efforts have made significant contributions to Portland’s thriving tourist industry. POVA’s Annual Tourism and Hospitality Industry Awards Celebration, held on Thursday, June 28th, honored the Portland Indie Wine Festival with a POVA President’s Award.
 

Having recently completed its third year in May 2007, the annual Portland Indie Wine Festival (PIWF) has already managed to make a noticeable impact on the Portland area visitor industry. 2007 ticket sales indicate that festival attendees hailed from 21 different states outside of Oregon, up from the 19 states that were represented in 2006. The festival’s international appeal has exploded as well. Several of this year’s attendees traveled all the way from Spain, France—and even Brazil—to experience the Portland Indie Wine Festival.
 

“We’re thrilled that the Portland Indie Wine Festival has generated so much national and even international interest in the artisanally produced wines and cuisine that Oregon has to offer,” said PIWF founder Lisa Donoughe. “People from all over are drawn to this one-of-a-kind event not only to taste the wines they won’t find anywhere else, but also to experience the fine restaurants and local attractions that make the Portland area an exciting place to visit.”
 

PIWF’s very purpose is to celebrate local innovation, pairing the cuisine of Portland area chefs with the wine of Oregon’s most talented artisan winemakers—all of whom produce fewer than 2000 cases of wine per year. In addition to attracting visitors from around the country, the Portland Indie Wine Festival has successfully raised awareness about Oregon food and wine among locals, providing Oregon residents with the rare opportunity to interact with the artisan producers who make this region so distinct. With plans for the 2008 Portland Indie Wine Festival already in the works, the city of Portland can look forward to another exciting event that will continue to attract widespread interest and economic prosperity into the City of Roses.
 

The fourth annual Portland Indie Wine Festival will be held on May 3rd and 4th, 2008. For more information, please call (503) 595-0891 or visit www.indiewinefestival.com <http://www.indiewinefestival.com/> .
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