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PORTLAND INDIE WINE FESTIVAL BACK FOR SECOND SERVING OF ARTISAN WINES

Oregon’s Best Self-Distributed Wines and Dishes from Oregon’s Top Chefs

Combine to Make a Great Tasting Weekend

Portland, OR (March 24th, 2006) – Don’t think of it as a sequel, think of it as wine to the power of 2: 2 venues times 2 days equals 42 of Oregon’s best boutique wineries. Our math may be off, but there’s no doubt this adds up to Portland’s most exciting wine event of the year.  On May 6th and 7th, from 3 pm – 6 pm, a jury-selected group of small, independent Oregon wine producers will uncork their labors of love and pour out their passion during the second annual Portland Indie Wine Festival (PIWF). The two-day Festival in Portland’s downtown Pearl District puts wine lovers up close and personal with Oregon’s rising star winemakers, the only event of the year when you will find these producers at one place at one time.

“Small artisan wineries are making some of the best wine in the world today, and Oregon is the promised land of artisan winemaking,” says PIWF Founder, Lisa Donoughe. “We’re on a mission to help others discover and support Oregon’s new, fresh talent.” 

Indies are defined as producers who made 2,000 cases of wine or fewer for the current vintage (2004) and who are registered as a bonded winery in Oregon.  "The Portland Indie Wine Festival sets itself apart from other wine competitions in the U.S. by focusing on small, local, artisan producers," says Randy Goodman, Sommelier of Wildwood Restaurant in Portland, Oregon.  “Many national competitions have restrictions on minimum production levels, as well as availability in a minimum number of national markets, to be able to enter.  The Indie showcases what is most important – the quality of the wine in the bottle." 

Attendees taste and buy wine while enjoying fresh, seasonal dishes from high-profile Oregon restaurants such as clarklewis, Marché, Nostrana and Vindalho.  The weekend is a celebration of all things local.  Guests stroll the block party walking between two unique venues: the Chown Garage and Urban Wineworks, located at 407 NW 16th at Flanders. 

Following a blind tasting of the 104 wines submitted, a jury of nationally recognized wine experts selected the top 40 wineries to participate in this year’s event – 3 wineries tied for the 40th spot, which is how the Festival wound up with 42 total participating wineries. A complete list of the selected wineries, and more information about the judges, can be found on the Festival website at (www.indiewinefestival.com).   “There’s a sense of discovery at the Festival that’s very exciting,” says James Rodewald, Drinks editor of Gourmet Magazine and 2006 PIWF judge. “I was surprised at the number of wineries that were new to me.” 
Saturday and Sunday will feature 21 different wineries each day with all winemakers present to pour and talk about their wines.  A $60 ticket for Saturday or Sunday gets you: a tasting of wines from all wineries, a selection of small plates from celebrated restaurants, a commemorative crystal tasting glass and a printed passport to collect notes and winery information. Similar to a farmer’s market, each winery booth will have bottles and cases of wine for sale.  Following the tasting, guests will have from 6 pm - 7 pm to purchase and collect their wine.  Sunday evening will include a movie screening.  Complimentary movie passes will available to the first 200 Sunday ticket purchases.  The film will be announced shortly.  

Festival tickets may be purchased at www.indiewinefestival.com. Space is limited and ticket sales are first-come, first-served – this will be a sold-out event, so act early.  For more information call 503-595-0891.  All ticket sales are will-call, and the box office opens at 2 pm. A two-day ticket is $100, so don’t be shy:  at Portland’s Indie Wine Festival, seconds are encouraged.

Community Support
This annual event is produced in partnership with local organizations that have a similar commitment to supporting the emerging Oregon wine industry and helping small producers find a national audience. A complete list of organizers and sponsors can be found at www.indiewinefestival.com.  “We have been very impressed by the willingness to partner with us,” says Catherine Healy, PIWF co-producer and owner of Anstey Healy Design.  “As a small, start-up organization, it’s been encouraging to see this many doors open.  We couldn’t have done this without volunteers and sponsors who immediately jumped on board with the idea of supporting these dedicated craft wineries.” 

One key PIWF partner is the Portland Oregon Visitor’s Association who has arranged a great hotel promotion during the Festival weekend.  Out-of-town guests can save big on Portland hotels with the Portland Big Deal.  Exclusive rates include free parking and continental breakfast, plus savings on dining and tax-free shopping. Reservations: www.portlandbigdeal.com or toll-free 877-678-5263. 

Sponsors: LAD communications, Anstey Healy Design, Urban Wineworks, Portland Wine Storage, Chown Hardware, Davis Wright Tremaine, McMenamins Mission Theater & Pub, Moto Interactive, Portfolio Productions, Northwest Palate, Kettle Foods, and Ecotrust.

Restaurants: Morgan Brownlow, clarklewis; Rocky Maselli, Marché; John Newman, Newmans at 988; Cathy Whims & Deb Accuardi, Nostrana; Rob Leon, phresh; Stu Stein, Terroir; David Anderson, Vindahlo; and Sarah Hart, Alma Chocolates.

Selected Wineries:





The event is co-produced by Lisa Donoughe, principal of LAD communications (www.ladcommunications.com), a public relations agency specializing in food, wine and restaurant clients with offices in Portland, Oregon; New York; and Wellington, New Zealand; and Catherine Healy, owner of Anstey Healy Design, a Portland, Oregon design firm specializing in brand design and packaging for specialty and natural foods and premium beverages (www.ansteyhealy.com). 
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Ruby Carbiener


Stoller Vineyards


Toluca Lane


Twelve


Velocity


Viento


VX – Vercingetorix


Winter's Hill Vineyard


Youngberg Hill Vineyards


Zanzibar Cellars


Z'IVO








Dominio IV


EIEIO


Erin Glenn


Freja Cellars


Grochau Cellars


Helvetia Vineyards


J. Daan Wine Cellars


Matello


Methven Family Vineyards


Paradis


Patton Valley Vineyard


Phelps Creek


Piluso Vineyard and Winery


Ribbon Ridge Vineyard


Ribera Vineyards








Adea


Amalie Robert Estate


Anam Cara Cellar


Ankeny Vineyard Winery


Anthony Dell Cellars


Apolloni Vineyards


Black Cap


Boedecker Cellars


Bryce Vineyard


Carter Vineyard


Coeur de Terre Vineyard


Cottonwood


De Ferrari


Dimmick Cellars


Domaine Le Moyne




















