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At Urban Wineweorks, Hatie Light (left) and Caral Somers taste chardennay, pinot nolr and syrah by winerles that will be featured In the third annual Portland
Indle Wine Festival this weekend iIn the Pearl District.

Wines are the stars at this indie festival

Vineyards | Call them rebels or
mom-and-pop shops, these small
producers have their own cachet
and growing fan base

Oy DAHA TIMS
THE OREGONIAY
om Mortimer's dream of making
Oregon pinot noir took him in 1997
{o i Dundles hillside strewn with =0
much broken basalt that it looked
pmore ke o ey riverbed than prime vineyand
lanl.

“Idom Leven know low you'ne going to get
posts in the pround,” a consultant warned
him. “You ean probably grow grapes here,
bt eertainly not cconomically,”

That was all Mortimer needed to hear, He
bought the 28-acre site, hammered [n a pas-
scl of posts and now sells $45 botiles of pre-
mium pinot noir under bis Le Cadeou Vine-
vard label.

I never bad ony intercst in making run-of-
the-mill tourist wines,” Mortimer said, 11 ]
wils going to da i, Twanted to do something
special.”

Even os tsunami-like waves of monoy
splash Into Oregen’s §1 billlonwine industry,
its “small Is beautiful® essence still tends to
dominate. Huge amounts of cash can buy ex-
panded national distribution, state-of-the-
art wineries and prime retail shelf space, but
the mome-and-pop operations that founded
the state’s industry continue to dofine it

Wowhere will that be more in evidenco
than this weekend, when 41 wineres, in-

cluding Mortimer's Le Cadeaw, gather for the
third annual Portland Indie Wine Festival,
The two-day event is expected to draw hun-
dreds of Oregon wine lovers from around the
couptry.

The festival, jured by a panel of notionally
recognized wine experts, celebrates Ore-
pon's top small producers — those making
2,000 cases or fewer of the current vintage.

By comparison, average annweal prodoc-
tin for the state’s 350 bonded wineres rins
abont 5,000 cases, Oregon's [nrgest winery, A
to 7 Winewarks In Dundee, cxpects o tum
out about 180,000 cases this year, thanks in
part todis recent acquisition of another lnnge
producer, Rex HIll Vineyard in Newl l-u:i;.

Bur il big plavers ane petting the heaellines

Fleass see INDIES, Page D2

Portland
Indie Wine
Festival
Where: Urban
Wineworks, 07
N 16Lh Ave,
Pertland

When: 2 fo 6 pm.
Salurday and
Sunday

Tickets: S0 for
one day, 5100 for
both (ncludes
food, wineglass)
Information: 503-
585-0831; wwew.-
Indiewinelestival -
LT
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